Grade 11ASP: Organizing Information for an Essay
English
Reading Exercise: 

You have found the following texts, which may be useful to you as you write the essay.  In pairs skim read the texts to identify the main points relevant to the essay title below: 
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Student A, read texts 1-4 and Student B, read texts 5-9. Make brief notes so that you can report back to your partner what you have read. 

Student A 
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Student B
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C. In pairs, summarize what you have read and produce a list of the main points from all nine texts that are relevant to the essay shown below: 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Organize the main points so that they form the outline of the introduction and body of an essay
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Extract 3

The trouble with the nature—nurture debate is that it creates an artificial division between the
contributions of heredity and experience. The debate wrongly implies that the answer must be
one or the other [Kuo, 1967; Midgley, 1987]. In fact, nature and nurture are inextricably interwoven
in a kind of Gordian knot. The two strands cannot be separated. As William Verplanck [1955] put
it long ago, “learned behavior is innate, and vice versa” [see also Schneider, 2003].

Chance, P. (2009) Learning and Behavior {6th edn.). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Cengage Learning.
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Extract 4

Some behaviours, especially those associated with the very early stages of an individual's life, develop
without any apparent influence of the environment or the experience of the organism — the behaviour
develops due to the nature of the organism. This means that the behaviour is set in train at the appropriate
time by some internal mechanism and that the conditions in which the organism is growing are not
s influential. This implies that the behaviour arises from inherited characteristics — that is, the behaviour

is innate and is already built into the organism at fertilisation. On the other hand, some behaviour is
environmentally determined - that is, the organism behaves in an appropriate manner as a result of its
experience in the environment in which it lives. Such behaviours are said to be due to nurture. An organism’s
experience might be gained through interacting with its parents and sibs, others in the group, with predatory

10 animals, with the food available in the environment, and so on.

Nockery M and Reice M (10900 Rehavicour Cambricdda: Cambridde | Inivercity Prace
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Extract 5

! Few would dispute that hair colour is the result of genetic inheritance, or that the ability
to speak Slovenian is a product of environment. No one is born with the ability to speak
Sloveman The ability is acquired either by growing up in a Slovenian-speaking environment,

or by belng taught Slovenian by someone else who speaks it. On the other hand the ability
to acquire language as such would seem to be the product of genetic inheritance.

l
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l

Beckett, C. (2002). Human Growth and Development. London: Sage.
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Extract 6

Richard Herrnstein and Charles Murray’s The Bell Curve: Intelligence and Class
Structure in American Life has revived the ongoing debate over the appropriateness
and usefulness of IQ as an explanatory variable in models predicting behaviour. The
work's main thesis is that an individual's intelligence - no less than 40% and no more

than 80% of which is inherited genetically from his or her parents — has more effect than
socioeconomic background on future life experiences, including criminal actions.

Manolakes, L. A. (1997). Cognitive Ability, Environmental Factors, and Crime: Predicting Frequent Criminal
Activity. In B. Devlin, S.E. Fienberg, & K. Roeder (Eds.). intefligence, Genes, and Success: Scientists respond to

The Bell Curve. New York: Springer
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Extract 7

It is too simplistic to reduce the various factors that make people what they are
to ‘nature’ and ‘nurture’. In reality a whole range of different factors contributes
to making us what we are, some of which could be described as nature, some as
nurture, some of which could be assigned to either category. In many cases, a
complex interplay between inherited and environmental factors is at work.

Beckett, C. (2002). Human Growth and Development. London: Sage.
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Extract 8

Consider the question, Are humans naturally aggressive? Wilson (1978) reports that
among the !Kung San, an aboriginal people of Africa, violence against their fellows
was almost unknown. But Wilson points out that several decades earlier, when

the population density among these people was greater and when there was less
governmental control over their behavior, their per capita murder rate rivaled that of

America’s most dangerous cities.

Chance, P. (2009) Learning and Behavior (6th edn.). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Cengage Learning.




image10.jpeg
Extract 9

Although there is no clear way of knowing what the percentage of nature and nurture
mix is, Debra Nicholl (1999), a Johns Hopkins-educated neuroscientist and biomedical
communications professional, reports a 40- to 60-percent variation in temperament and
personality traits that can be attributed to genetic factors. She maintains that nature is
revealed in personality and learning style beginning at birth “in the form of individual
variation in responsiveness, intensity, ability to adapt to change, reactions to novelty

~ traits that collectively define the characteristic approach to the world known as
temperament and that are demonstrably sensitive to genetic influence” (p. 45).

Given, B. K. (2002). Teaching to the brain's natural learning systems. Alexander, VA:
Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, USA,
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After the tutorial you were given an essay with the title ‘Do we, as individuals, behave in
a certain way because we were “born that way,” or do we behave that way because our
environment “taught” us to behave that way?’ (Chance, 2009) Discuss this ‘nature’ vs.
‘nurture’ debate.
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Extract 1

... children learn to behave as boys or girls by observing and imitating the behavior of others.

Considerable research suggests that children are most likely to imitate people who are powerful, nurturing,
and who control rewards in their lives (Bandura & Huston, 1961; Bandura, Ross, & Ross, 1963; Mischel &

Grusec, 1966). Parents fit the bill on all of these dimensions. This leads to the obvious prediction that boys
are particularly likely to imitate their fathers and girls are particularly likely to imitate their mothers.

Lippa, R. A. (2005). Gender, Nature and Nurture. (2nd edn.). Mahwah, N.J.: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.
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Extract 2

The concept here is that each baby is programmed in some way to take greater
account of certain kinds of information, or respond in particular ways to certain
objects. These are usually described as inborn biases or constraints. The linguist

Noam Chomsky proposed that all children are born with a Language Acquisition
Device (LAD), which enables them to learn to talk seemingly effortlessly.

Leather, N, (2004). Attachment. In Wyse, D. (Ed.) Childhood Studies: An introduction. Oxford: Blackwell.
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